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Both sides of Fifth Street in West Des (
Moines, the four to five blocks ending at T
Railroad Street, at the railroad tracks, are lined e
with shops. Boutiques, tiny restaurants, £
needlework shops, frame and print shops, but e
most of all antique shops occupy the buildings
there.

VA LLEY
JUNET TON

Berta Daugherty

At the turn of the century this area was a
bustling railroad center known as Valley
Junction where two lines joined on those tracks
that run through the lowland near the Raccoon
River. Fifth Street was then lined with saloons,
a hotel, rooming houses and various other kinds
of stores needed to serve that community. But
when the railroad gradually died, so did the
town and it became West Des Moines.

Today it is alive and bustling with business
again, well known as an antique marketplace
and again frequently referred to as Valley
Junction. The old structures have been brought
back to life and filled with treasures and
nostalgia.

Snuggled in among those shops on the north
side of Fifth Street is the Ye Olde Century
Antique Shoppe: its name printed in large
English script.

Through the glass window there seems to be
a glow produced by the burning lamps as they
capture the highlights of the polished brass and
copper. The crystal sparkles. Standing there, I
feel a warmth that speaks a silent invitation to
step inside. There is something here for me.
The assortment of bells strung from the top of
the door jingle my presence as I enter the high
ceilinged room that stretches narrowly ahead,
jammed with yesterday’s memorabilia. The
store is empty of any other customers.

Paintings by Willis St. George, an Iowa artist
who makes his home in San Fransisco, are
exhibited on both walls. One, a huge somber
scene that dominates the collection, intrigues
me. The center of the room is filled with
furniture and both sides lined with cabinets;
some with rare china, crystals and silver locked
safely inside. Oriental rugs are piled in a heap
and up ahead, I catch a glimpse of some
primitives, an assortment of wicker and a rack
of patchwork quilts. At the far end, standing
silently behind the case of jewelry, the shop
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